Reports of leptospirae isolation from animals and man in Nigeria are limited (4). Although serovar pyrogenes had earlier been isolated from bovine kidneys in Nigeria (1), the isolate was identical to the reference strain. Five leptospiral strains were isolated from bovine kidneys during a cultural survey for pathogenic leptospires in Nigeria (3). All five strains were shown to be serologically homologous but heterologous to other members of the Pyrogenes serogroup (4). The five strains reacted at high titres (1:25600) with serovars hamptoni and kwale, at 1:12800 with serovars zanoni and bagua in the microscopic agglutination test.
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However, after the cross-agglutinin absorption test (2) with kwale, all five strains reacted only with one of the representative strains, vv 3 JA antiserum (4) . When the strains were tested by factor analysis, at the Institute of Epidemiology, Bratislava, they were shown to possess a separate major antigen which is absent in other serovars within the Pyrogenes serogroup. This finding was supported by the result of the restriction endonuclease analysis patterns which showed clearly that the five strains were identical but different from other serovars within the Pyrogenes serogroup (4).
The name serovar nigeria, type strain Vom, is proposed for the five homologous strains isolated from bovine kidneys in Nigeria. PALABRAS CLAVE: Análisis por endonucleasa de restricción -Cepas de leptospiras -Nigeria -Serovariante.
